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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Claims 37 and 38 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in a telephone call made to Todd 
Adler on October 5, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8, 10-17, 20, 22-29, 32, 34-36, and 39-40 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 

over Liu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,626,611). Liu et al. disclose a monofilament suture 

prepared by co-extrusion (col. 4, line 63), a first polymer with a higher Young's modulus 

then a second polymer (col. 2, line 65 and U.S. Patent No. 4,052,988), the first polymer 

having 50 to 90% amount by volume and the second polymer having 10 to 50% amount 

by volume (col. 2, line 55), the first and second polymers being made of a homopolymer 
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or a copolymer that are listed in the claims of the application (col. 3, line 15-37), the first 
polymer having a higher melting point than the second polymer (col. 2, line 65 and U.S. 
Patent No. 4,444,927), the two polymers forming a sea/island suture and a sheath/core 
suture (Fig. 1A), and the steps of making the monofilament suture (col. 4, line 63 to col. 
6, line 13). The reference discloses polyglycolide as an example for the material used 
for the core portion and polydioxanone for the material used for the shell portion. 
Polyglycolide inherently has a higher Young's modulus and melting temperature than 
polydioxanone. Liu et al. also disclose that the maximum diameter of the core is 0.8 
mm and the maximum thickness of the shell is 0.5 mm. After calculating the amount 
percentage of each polymer, the percentages fit the range as stated in the application. 
In the alternative, Liu et al. disclose altering the concentration of two polymers (col. 4, 
line 15-20), it would, therefore, be obvious to pick the correct concentrations of the 
polymers in order to obtain the desired Young's modulus difference between the two 
polymers. Even further, Applicant admits that the use of two polymers, for example 
glycolide and lactide which are both provided as suitable materials in Liu et al., would 
obtain the desired Young's modulus difference as well as the Young's modulus of the 
individual polymers based on inherent properties of the materials. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,13, and 25 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant argues that Liu et al. 
require using glycolide and lactide copolymers with a Young's modulus of glycolide and 
lactide copolymer (90%: 10%) of about 5.8 Gpa, which is greater than the recited 
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amount required by claims 1,13, and 25. However, it is recited in claims 1, 3, and 25 
that each respective polymer, not the combination of the two as recited in the 
arguments, have a Young's modulus of 3.0 Gpa or less and a difference between the 
two polymers of 0.3 Gpa or less. Therefore, the arguments are not persuasive. Since 
the previous Office Action did not address the Young's modulus of the individual 
polymers and/or the difference between the two individual polymers, the arguments are 
moot based on new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christina D. Gettman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3128. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:15 am to 3:45 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Hayes can be reached on 571-272-4959. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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